196                     DIARY AND  LETTERS  OF             [CHAP. IX.
The Bishop is. with her.    Converse about the intended changes in administration.    I insist that Mirabeau be not brought into the Council, that they are mistaken in supposing he can after that elevation preserve his influence in the Assembly; that   introducing a man of such  bad character will injure  them  in public opinion, and that everything depends in the present moment upon the preservation of that opinion.    The Bishop  tells me that in his opinion no administration can work well in which M. Necker has a share.    After he is gone Madame tells me that Lafayette is determined not to let Montesquieu into the war department.    This Mirabeau told the Bishop, and Montesquiou told her that Necker declares the calculations in the Bishop's motion are pitiful.    This accounts for his opinion delivered to me.    Lafayette has committed a great blunder in opening himself to Mirabeau.    If he employs him it will be disgraceful, and if he .neglects him it will be dangerous, because. every conversation gives him rights and means.    She tells me that the Bishop has invited himself to dine with her every day.    We laugh and chat    I go to General Dalrymple's to dinner.    The General says he is well informed that the Due d'Orl^ans was on his knees to entreat pardon of the King.    Despatches  are  sent off to  urge  his dismission from his keepers at Boulogne.    The conversation is turned by degrees to American affairs, and I tell them (which is true) that they have committed an error in not sending a minister to America.    They are vastly desirous of" convincing me that an alliance with Britain would be  for our interest, and I swallow all their arguments and observations in such a way as to induce the belief that I am convinced, or at least in the way of conviction.    The young man thinks he has done wonders.    From thence I go to the Louvre, though I had determined not.    The Cardinal det of your own astonishment 6. The retreat of the Duke of Orleans is attributed to you, and if you go into the Council immediately after what is called by some his flight, and by others his banishment, the two events will be coupled in a manner particularly disadvantageous and disagreeable. 7. If you go into the ministry with Mirabeau, or about the same time, every honest Frenchman will ask himself the cause of what he will call a very strange coalition. There are in the world men who are to be employed, not trusted. Virtue must ever be sullied by an alliance with vice, and liberty will blush at her introduction if led by a hand polluted. Lastly, I am earnestly, most earnestly, requested by those who love you well to add one caution as to your friends: Trust those who had that honor before the I2th of July. New friends are zealous, they are ardent, they are attentive, but they are seldom true.
